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From the Editor CONTENTS Editorial 
Each year we include in one of our Spring issues the 
Annual Report of the Mennonite Central Committee. 
This is that issue. It has been inserted between pages 
eight and nine. 
The benefits of our official identification with MCC are 
numerous. Not the least of these is the opportunity and 
channel MCC provides for us to express compassion. I 
am thinking not so much of what this opportunity does 
for those who receive but what it does for us who give. 
It is not easy in our day to remain sensitive to suffering 
and need when we are literally bombarded from all sides 
and by all means with the magnitude and the realism of it 
all. Our feeling of compassion would turn to frustration 
and then to callousness if there were no way to respond. 
MCC provides just such an opportunity—war-stricken 
Bangladesh or flood-ravaged West Virginia or the hate-
filled Middle East or hopeless Appalachia. Where there is 
need there is MCC. 
Even with the opportunity to give through an 
organization that is characterized by frugality and 
stewardship (no high salaries nor lavish brochures), we 
do little enough. Few of us suffer because our brother 
suffers. It is to the credit of MCC that our consciences 
are kept uneasy and hopefully sensitive. In fact* a guilty 
conscience is better than no conscience at all. 
Two articles supportive of MCC concerns are included 
in this issue—by E. J. Swalm and Vern Preheim. Social 
ministries must have theological roots as well as 
emotional roots if they are to be truly Christian. It is to 
this that these articles speak. 
Nor does Christian compassion neglect those of "the 
household of faith." Page six reflects that from east to 
west the church feels the New Testament responsibility to 
provide for the members of the Christian family—this 
time the older members of this family. » 
CALENDAR 
CHA Convention April 4-7 
Indianapolis, Ind. 
NAE Convention April 11-13 
St. Louis, Mo. 
PROBE April 13-16 
Minneapolis, Minn. 
Canadian Holiness Federation May 2-3 
Toronto, Ontario 
Annual General Conference June 28-July 2 
Memorial Holiness Campgrounds 
West Milton, Ohio 
Ventriloquism of the Soul 
E. J. Swalm 
If Ye Forgive Not 
John M. Drescher 
West and East: 




umHIangano Omkulu (the "Big Meeting") 
Eleanor Ginder 
MCC Annual Report 
Macha Students Speak of Christian Growth 
India: 
Red Letter Day 
An Open Letter 
Rain + Rain + Rain = Floods 
Christ More Than An Example 
Vern Preheim 
The Sunday School—Isn't it the Place . . . ? 
Robert J. Rolston 


















Volume LXXXV Number 6 
Official organ of the Brethren in Christ Church, published 
semi-monthly by Evangel Press, Nappanee, Indiana. 
Editor: John E. Zercher 
Editorial Council: 
Eber B. Dourte, Isaiah B. Harley, Roy V. Sider, Robert H. 
Smith, Ray M. Zercher 
Page Editors: 
Missions: Glen A. Pierce 
Christian Service Ministries: J. Wilmer Heisey 
Youth and Home: John Arthur Brubaker 
Sunday School: R. Donald Shafer 
Pulpit and Pew: Arthur M. Climenhaga 
Brethren in Christ Publication Board: 
Isaiah B. Harley, Lester C. Fretz, Paul E. Hostetler, Louis O. 
Cober, Paul E. Witter, H. H. Brubaker 
Mailing Inlormation: 
Manuscripts and editorial correspondence should be 
addressed to the Editor, P.O. Box 166, Nappanee, Indiana 
46550. 
Subscriptions and change of address should be sent to 
Evangel Press, Nappanee, Ind. 46550. Include both old 
and new addresses with requests for change of address. 
Renewals $3.50; new and gift subscriptions $3.00. 
Entered as second-class mail at Nappanee, Indiana 46550. 




L EIGHTON FORD has made an interesting and, I believe, a perceptive observation in relation to man's 
basic anxieties*—death, guilt, and meaninglessness. 
Dr. Ford states that for ancient man death was his 
chief anxiety; for the Middle Ages it was guilt; for 
moderns it is meaninglessness. 
Ancient cultures met this anxiety of death with the 
formation of a belief or hope of an after-life. The Greeks 
held that death released the spirit from the restriction of 
the body to enter immortality. The Egyptian carefully 
prepared their dead for the life to come. Indeed the early 
Christian Fathers with their emphasis on eternal life 
gives support to the observation that for the ancients 
death was their deep anxiety. 
Martin Luther with his doctrine of forgiveness — 
justification by faith, Saint Anselm with his in-
terpretation of the atonement as satisfaction, and indeed 
the traditional equating of salvation as forgiveness 
represents the Middle Ages and subsequent generations 
anxiety of guilt. 
Modern man — philosophers, writers and artists 
— reflect the anxiety of our times as one of mean-
inglessness. Man has only an existence. His life has 
no real purpose or destiny. Our society through its 
culture expresses this same lack of meaning. The drug 
culture (pot for the youth and alcohol for their parents) 
can only be correctly understood and realistically faced 
when it is recognized as having its roots in man's 
anxiety—meaninglessness and emptiness. Despair and 
cynicism on the one hand and self-serving hedonism and 
violence on the other are fruits of this anxiety. 
These are understandable anxieties—death, guilt and 
meaninglessness. Man has eternity stamped upon him. 
Obedience was his original calling. These combined to 
give purpose to his life. It is understandable that their 
absence haunts man's soul—individual and corporate. 
These anxieties which as suggested have found unique 
expression in particular periods of history are also a part 
of our own experience. A sense of guilt, a dread and fear 
of death, and a lack of meaning are experiences of our 
lives. Since these are a result of man's sin we do well to 
look for their answer in God's provision. 
Guilt 
The death and resurrection of Christ affect man's guilt 
in two ways—it produces guilt and removes it. 
What the law was to the Jews in making them aware of 
sin, the cross with the resurrection is to man today. Men 
may argue with standards of ethics and morality and 
justify their actions and lives, as an increasing number 
are, without a sense of sin or guilt. But it is difficult to 
argue with love. This was the approach of Paul when he 
found himself in Corinth —. a sensate and a moral 
*He gives due credit to Paul Tillich for this concept of anxieties. 
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culture. He did not preach the law. He preached Jesus 
Christ and Him crucified. 
A biblical sense of guilt is not so much that we have 
disobeyed the law but that man has refused Christ. We 
recall the response at Pentecost when Peter pointed out 
to that large crowd that this Jesus whom they had 
crucified God had raised up. Their cry "What must we do 
to be saved" was based upon their awareness of Christ 
crucified and risen rather than upon moral and ethical 
shortcomings. 
Let it be known far and wide that the purpose of 
Christ's coming and his choice of the cross was to save 
sinners. Let it also be known that with an investment 
such as this no repentant sinner will be turned away; no 
penitent*backslider will be refused. The cross and the 
empty tomb are irrefutable that God's love is greater 
than all my sins or yours. 
Meaninglessness 
The book of Ecclesiastes should have significance for 
our day. The writer—successful, refined, educated, 
powerful, and wealthy—found life empty and 
meaningless. So like modern man! Man's efforts have no 
purpose. As an individual he has no real worth. 
To such a condition the cross and the empty tomb 
speaks. They speak of man's worth. They speak of 
man's individuality and identity. 
The one who loved us with a Calvary love is the risen 
Lord. It is for Him we now live. His cause is our life and 
work. Its victory is assured. He is the companion of the 
road. His presence brings joy. His companionship warms 
the heart. He stands beside the bed of pain and sits with 
us in the hour of grief. We are important in His plans. 
Death 
The ultimate expression of meaninglessness is death. 
But the final answer to meaninglessness is the 
resurrection of Christ. 
The question of Job is still man's great concern. "If a 
man die, shall he live again?" The empty tomb declares 
that not only shall man live again but in that life he will 
maintain his identity. The resurrection is not a general 
immortality but the continuation of individuality. 
We need not become bogged down with curious 
questions of means and method. Paul in his great chapter 
on the resurrection (I Cor. 15) gives us a sketch of that 
life which is to come—where mortality and corruption 
will be no more but where identity and individuality will 
continue forevermore. 
Christ's tomb was not empty as proof of immortality. 
The tomb was empty because God gives resurrection. He 
does this because what He has created is good and we 
who are created in His image are of value to Him. 
This truth is both a great hope and a sobering fact. 
Inexorably tied with individuality is responsibility. 
Beyond death is the resurrection. Beyond the open tomb 
is the judgment seat. 
MCC's Conscience 
Ventriloquism of the Soul 
E. J. Swalm 
ONE OF THE best definitions of "conscience" I have heard is that 
it is "the ventriloquism of the soul." 
Whatever it is, we are convinced by 
the Holy Scriptures that it needs to be 
awakened, cultured, purified, and 
maintained. While it is not an in-
fallible guide, it is a highly important 
directive to correct living. 
There are four areas of emphasis on 
this subject that seem to deserve 
attention. 
The awakening of our corporate 
conscience. The Mennonite Central 
Committee (Canada) has a Christian 
ancestry. Our fathers all believed in 
the basic principles of the Christian 
faith. They practiced their beliefs in 
proportion to their limited awareness 
of society's needs. They could not be 
excited by the news media as we are 
today. But the records convince us 
that they were possessed of a spirit of 
helpfulness and b r o t h e r h o o d . 
Although they were mindful of doing 
good to all men, they religiously 
specialized on the "household of 
faith." 
In our generation, we are indebted 
to several factors that have not only 
aroused our brotherliness but have 
broadened our vision. They are the 
two global wars, modern communi-
cation and the accelerated modes and 
speeds of travel. Together they have 
given us a hitherto unknown sense of 
urgency and opportunity. The persecu-
tion of our brethren in other countries, 
the threat of communism, and the 
terrors of war and violence have also 
played their part. Our world has 
shrunk so much geographically that 
tragedy is close to us no matter where 
it occurs. What once took weeks to 
communicate is now often vividly por-
This article was presented as an address to the 
1972 MCC (Canada) Annual Meeting by 
Bishop E. J. Swalm, Bishop Emeritus and long-
time denominational leader in MCC and related 
trayed to us in our own homes while it 
is still happening. Above everything, 
concern among us has been created by 
our dedicated men and women who for 
various reasons have gone personally 
to these distressed areas. They have 
reported to us without religious, 
political, or national prejudice, at least 
as far as is humanly possible. All these 
combine to stab our conscience and 
affect our inherent selfishness. 
The interpretation of that con-
science. Mennonite Central Com-
mittee (Canada) is emphatically more 
than a human organization. We trust 
it will always remain so. Whatever 
were the valued purposes that gave it 
birth, we believe they were divinely in-
spired. It seeks seriously, as its prime 
objective, to witness in a way that will 
promote continuing benefits for man's 
body, soul, and spirit. 
There are a multiplicity of functions 
t h a t d e m a n d i m p o r t a n t con-
siderations. During World War II, the 
plight of the conscientious objector 
came into focus and was conciliated by 
MCC, (Canada)'s grandparents, such 
as the Mennonite Board of Coloniza-
tion and the Conference of Historic 
Peace Churches. Out of this grew the 
peace movement as it related to our 
objectives. This includes disaster ser-
vice, colonization, voluntary service, 
PAX service, mental health, and many 
other philanthropies. They imposed 
themselves upon our conscience. They 
may seem to be very humane in 
nature, yet they have been rendered 
"in the name of Christ." As such, their 
ultimate witness must be enduring. 
The integration of the movement. 
One of mankind's greatest problems is 
to learn to cooperate. People always 
have difficulty with inter-personal 
relations. It is regrettable to have to 
admit that this situation is often found 
within the Christian church as well, 
much to the detriment of its testi-
mony. The Mennonite Central Com-
mittee has given to the world an illus-
tration of true Christian cooperation. 
It has not only given this image to the 
world, but it has proven to us as 
participating conferences, much to our 
surprise, that such a worthy attitude 
can be gloriously realized. We have all 
learned much during the last half 
century. 
Associated with this phase of 
integration of persons, effort, and pro-
gram is perhaps a still greater goal to 
be achieved. That is the lessening of 
the gap between two extremes. Some 
professional people tell us that we 
need extremists for the purpose of 
keeping the majority away from 
dangerous precipices. They incline us 
toward the center. This may be true, 
although I have serious doubts. With 
the tendency to vacillate rashly, 
humans endeavoring to avoid one 
extreme frequently are driven to 
another. 
This, I am happy to say, is a charge 
which cannot be truthfully laid against 
MCC (Canada). Doubtless there are 
within the confines of all our co-
operating communions a few sincere 
people who are more or less given to 
dwelling near one or the other of the 
two poles. Much that is often called 
fundamentalism today is in reality a 
type of pharisaism, with a critical and 
polemic mood. It seems pathetic that 
so many of the Lord's servants have 
great difficulty in being doctrinally 
sound and at the same time Christ-like 
in their spirit. 
I personally heard a leader in the 
peace movement in the United States 
relate the following experience: "I 
received many unkind letters since I 
joined with the anti-war group. I got a 
'dilly' the other day from a funda-
mentalist. It addressed me as 'Dear 
Satan.' Farther down it said, 'You 
certainly are a skunk,' but the writer 
must have become somewhat confused 
as he closed the letter, 'Sincerely, your 
brother.' " 
It is equally distressing to confront 
those known as "leftists" who are 
usually courteous, kind, and respectful 
yet are so broad that they are "swam-
py." They are not certain about 
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anything. One of them emphatically 
told me, "The only thing you can be 
sure of is that you cannot be sure of 
anything." We must have a ministry 
more appealing and yet more potent 
than either of these. God grant it daily. 
This is highly important if we are 
going to follow the footsteps of our 
Master and Lord. A great scholar has 
well said, "The biography of Jesus has 
been writen in five words: 'He went 
about doing good.' ' 
We must develop the fine art of 
blending the social with the spiritual in 
our earthly ministry. I was interested 
recently to read in the preface of the 
first Methodist hymn book, published 
in 1739: "The Gospel of Christ knows 
no religion but social, no holiness but 
social holiness. This command we 
have from Christ, that he who loves 
God loves his brother also." We can 
see our cause is not as strictly modern 
as we might be led to believe. It is not 
a man-centered socialism which is 
only a form of secularism, nor is it a 
frigid orthodoxy which ignores the 
desperate needs of a suffering humani-
ty and dodges the problems of life. 
The future involvement. Our man-
date is to live in the consciousness of 
the spiritual world and to continually 
seek to bring souls into communion 
with God through an individual 
relationship. But with that we must 
beware of losing our approach to 
people everywhere by thoughtlessly 
and selfishly perverting Christianity's 
image. May it always be said of us 
what the late Arthur Meighen, former 
Prime Minister of Canada, said of the 
Salvation Army: "They are a religious 
movement with an acute social con-
science." 
In Acts 5 a dramatic incident in the 
life of the Apostle Peter is presented. 
Verses 14 and 15 tell us, "Believers 
were the more added to the Lord both 
men and women. Insomuch that they 
brought forth the sick into the streets, 
and laid them on their beds and 
couches, that at the least the shadow 
of Peter passing by might overshadow 
some of them." 
Our weary sin-laden society is still 
laying its sick on our pathways, 
hoping that as we pass by even remote 
benefits will accrue to them. They are 
counting on the church. This is the 
challenge to the Christian church and 
particularly a summons to MCC 
(Canada) in this hour. To the very 
limit of our intellectual honesty, may 
we be sincere, genuine, and positive, 
yet solidly biblical in our service to our 
fellowmen. 
We must fearlessly let our voice be 
heard in a practical way against the 
distinctive evils of our generation. We 
have done well on such things as 
racism, drugs, and pornography. We 
have gone a long way in relief work, 
rehabilitation, colonization and peace. 
This list is long. But we must do more. 
If our shadow is not as we think it 
ought to be, let us try to correct the 
object that produces it and the shadow 
will adjust accordingly. 
We must constantly rely on divine 
help. Some decisions are difficult to 
make. We are forced to differentiate at 
times between the important and most 
important. Local municipal and 
governmental tasks may be imposed 
upon us if we do not exercise dis-
cretion. We must be frank. These 
agencies are apt to use us as their baby 
sitters. The projects they give us may 
not be unworthy, but they may deter 
us from the work for which we are best 
equipped, hold most dear, and which 
gave us birth. We are responsible to 
give sacrificially, but we are also 
responsible to use the Lord's money 
wisely. 
Let us pray that all our work may 
be done in an acceptable spirit of self-
lessness so that when we face the 
Master as did the people to whom he 
said, "Inasmuch," we may have a 
feeling of surprise as they did. 
Bishop's Nominating Committee Reports 
The Bishops' Nominating Committee, under 
assignment by the General Conference to bring 
nominees for the office of bishop to the 1972 
Annual Conference, is prepared to present to that 
Conference the following nominees: 
Allegheny Conference . .Henry A. Ginder 
Atlantic Conference C. B. Byers 
Canadian Conference . . . . Roy V. Sider 
Central Conference David E. Climenhaga 
Midwest and Pacific 
Conference R. Donald Shafer 
This slate of nominees will be presented to the 
Annual Conference meeting at the Memorial 
Holiness Campgrounds, June 28-July 2, 1972, for 
final determination by that body. 
The Committee requests the continued prayers 
of the brotherhood as these important decisions are 
made in the selection of these administrators of our 
church. 
If Ye Forgive Not 
John Drescher 
D. L. Moody told of a town where Sankey and he held 
meetings. For a week it seemed as if they were beating 
the air. There was no power in the meetings. 
One day Moody said that perhaps there was someone 
in the group who had an unforgiving spirit. Moody said, 
"The chairman of our committee, who was sitting next to 
me, got up and left the meeting right in view of the rest of 
the group. The arrow had hit the mark, and gone home to 
the heart of the chairman. He had had trouble with some-
one for about six months. He at once hunted up this man 
and asked him to forgive him." 
That night the inquiry room was filled. The chairman 
became one of the best workers. 
An unforgiving spirit makes it impossible for God to 
forgive. There are persons who carry heavy loads of sin 
on their hearts, even though they may have pleaded 
God's forgiveness time and again, because they are 
unforgiving toward another person or persons. God still 
says, "If you forgive not men their trespasses neither will 
your heavenly Father forgive your traspasses." Each 
time we pray the Lord's prayer we ask God to "forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against 
us." 
But it does not stop there. Unforgiveness hinders 
God's work with His people. There are those who have 
kept revival from a church or group because they will not 
be reconciled to others. And woe to those of whom such 
a thing is true. 
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West and East 
Church Provides for Older Members 
UPLAND MANO 
O N E a T W O 
B E D R O O M S 3 8 U N I T S 
CHRISTIAN SENIOR CITIZENS 
OWNBR. • 
Brethren tn Christ Church 
UPLAND, CALIF.—Construction is well underway 
now on Upland Manor, the new Christian senior citizens 
apartments being built by the Pacific Conference, 
Brethren in Christ Church. Groundbreaking took place 
early in February and a site consecration service was held 
on Sunday, March 5, during the Pacific Regional Con-
ference. Expected completion date is June 30, 1972. 
The 38-unit facility will feature a Spanish architectural 
theme in keeping with the historical heritage of the 
southern California area. It will offer comfortable apart-
ment living at modest cost for Christian senior citizens 
who would desire the fellowship of others with similar 
interests. Members of the Brethren in Christ Church will 
be given preference. 
Upland Manor will be a two-story complex with 38 
living units. There will be a few two-bedroom and 
Church News 
Groundbreaking—left to right: Robert Nichols, Pomona First Federal 
loan officer; Ray Musser, Secretary of Pacific Conference; Elwin Alder, 
Upland City Manager; Wallace Gott, contractor; Rev. Alvin C. 
Burkholder and Curtis Byer, housing committee members. 
bachelor apartments, but most of the units will be of the 
one-bedroom type. A number of the apartments will have 
balconies and patios. Each apartment will be a self-
sufficient home for single persons or couples. Units will 
be carpeted, draped, and air-conditioned. Kitchens will 
feature birch cabinets, built-in stoves, refrigerators and 
disposal units. 
Anyone desiring further information and an applica-
tion form should write to Upland Manor, 845 W. Arrow 
Highway, Upland, Calif. 91786. 
Messiah College 
Messiah Plans College Days 
April 8 and 22 have been designated as 
College Days at Messiah College. High school 
juniors will visit the campus and spend the day 
becoming acquainted with the college. 
Activities scheduled for the day include a tour 
of the campus, informative meetings with 
college personnel, lunch in the dining room, and 
an afternoon college baseball game. In-
formation regarding specific areas of study will 
be presented by the admissions staff under the 
direction of Paul L. Snyder, Director of 
Admissions. 
Alumni Participate in Arts Program 
Two members of the Messiah College alumni 
returned to campus recently to lead in art-
related activities as a part of the annual Fine 
Arts Festival program. On March 14 and 15, 
Norman Bert ('64 U) led student discussions in 
literature. Mr. Bert, who has served as pastor, 
teacher, and writer, is now engaged in graduate 
studies in the theater arts at Kansas State 
University. 
continued on page fourteen 
General Conference to Hear 
Messiah Home Plans 
An explanation of the fund raising 
plans for the first unit in the relocation 
of Messiah Home will be made at the 
General Conference, Memorial 
Holiness Camp Grounds, West 
Milton, Ohio, June 28-July 2. James 
W. Shaver, president of the financial 
counseling firm retained by the Home 
Board of Trustees, will attend the 
conference and make the presentation. 
This announcement was made by the 
Rev. David P. McBeth, chairman of 
the Finance Commit tee of the 
Development Board, after a meeting 
of that body at the Home on February 
17. 
A general program office will be 
established at Messiah Home early in 
August and staffed by the consultant's 
representatives. Materials are being 
developed which will give the details of 
the program. Both individuals and 
congregations will have the opportuni-
ty to participate in this venture of faith 
in behalf of our older brethren. 
The first unit, as authorized by the 
1971 General Conference, will be a 
nursing care facility to be erected on a 
plot of land near Carlisle. Approx-
imately 40 residents will be served in 
this initial unit. 
The Architectural Committee of the 
Development Board, meeting also on 
February 17, announced that it is in 
discussions with the architect con-
cerning the proper location of the 
nursing care facility in relation to 
possible future use of the available 
land. Until this determination is made, 
definite floor plans cannot be 
developed. Considerable progress is 
anticipated by the next meeting of the 
Board in April. 
Bishop John N. H o s t e t t e r , 
designated recently as Director of 
Development for the Home beginning 
in September, is participating in the 
discussions and will be working closely 
with the financial consultants. 
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Religious News 
"Military Chaplains" Volume 
Poses Many Questions 
Jesus' statement that "no man can serve two 
masters" has been turned into a question and 
applied to the U.S. military chaplaincy in a 
collection of essays recently published. 
Military Chaplains: From a Religious 
Military to a Military Religion is edited by Dr. 
Harvey Cox of Harvard Divinity School and 
published by Clergy and Laymen Concerned. 
While the volume is critical, on most points, of 
the chaplaincy as it exists, the need of ministry 
to military personnel is not challenged. A basic 
question is: What does it mean to minister to a 
military situation when the clergyman is 
answerable to generals as well as to God? 
"Crossroads" Popular Canadian 
TV Show by Pentecostal Pastor 
An interview-music telecast conducted by a 
34-year-old Pentecostal minister has been called 
one of the top religious broadcasts in Canada. 
"Crossroads," headed by David Mainse who 
gave up his church to work full time on the 
program, is in its ninth year on the air after 
evolving from a 15-minute black-and-white pro-
gram to a 30-minute show in color. 
"We interview people who have come to a 
personal crossroads in their lives," Mr. Mainse 
said. "We try to present Jesus as the deciding 
factor in their lives when they reach that cross-
road." 
The telecast is carried over 90 stations in 
Canada and on two in the U.S. 
Southern Baptist Membership 
Rose to 11,826,463 in 71 
Church membership in the Southern Baptist 
Convention rose to 11,826,463 in 1971, an 
increase of 196,583 over 1970, according to the 
Research Services Department of the 
denomination's Sunday School Board. This 
represents a gain of 1.7 percent. 
Weapons of Philadelphia 
Gangs Laid on Church Altar 
Minutes before the two-week grace period set 
by city officials for gang weapons to be 
surrendered, the Rev. Robroy Wheeler Jr. had 
all of them belonging to the Tenderloin Gang on 
the altar. 
Eight members of the gang appeared at the 
Calvary United Church of Chr i s t in 
Philadelphia to hand in their weapons to the 
pastor friend of Wheeler, the Rev. Zanda P. 
Jenkins. Mr. Wheeler is associate minister of 
Mount Vernon Baptist Church in Germantown. 
The gang placed on the altar five zip guns, two 
sho tguns , some ammuni t ion and five 
champagne-bottle-size molotov cocktails. 
"We're tired of gang wars," Artie Williams, 
19, of the Tenderloins said. "If we give up gang 
wars we might get some community support and 
what we are looking for—some jobs, rec centers 
and maybe finish our education." 
Looking at the arsenal of weaponry heaped 
upon the altar, Wheeler said, "Imagine how 
many lives are being saved on that altar." 
"Explo '72" Gaining 
As More Young People 
Look to Dallas Meet 
The full contigent of 100,000 delegates (80 
percent of them college and high school 
students) is expected at "Explo '72" in Dallas 
June 12-17 this year. 
Campus Crusade for Christ, which is spon-
soring the meeting, calls it the "largest training 
conference ever held in America." Billy Graham 
is the honorary chairman. 
Gen. Abrams: Hard Drug Users 
On the Decline in Vietnam 
Gen. Creighton W. Abrams, U.S. com-
mander in South Vietnam, said the morale of 
American troops in Vietnam is in "excellent 
shape" and incidence of addiction to hard drugs 
is apparently declining. 
"It used to be a kind of 'mod' thing to try 
dope," he told The New York Times. "But now 
there's some resentment against it. When a 
fellow gets really hooked on drugs, this means 
that someone else has got to do his work and 
that fellow resents it." 
Gen. Abrams said 50 percent of heroin users 
are now being sent home "clean." Latest figures 
show that among men going home from the 
Army about 2.1 percent are users, compared 
with 3.7 percent in November and December. 
Astronaut Calls Christianity 
His New Mission 
"I want to tell everyone in the world that 
Jesus Christ and God were there." 
Those were the words of Astronaut James B. 
Irwin, one of the first men to ride a dune buggy 
over the unexplored surface of the moon. 
Irwin, who feels that his greatest mission is 
evangelism, spoke to several thousand people at 
two morning services of the First Baptist 
Church, Van Nuys, Calif. He is one of two 
astronauts to land on the lunar surface during 
the Apollo 15 mission last summer. 
The 42-year-old airman, invited by the pastor, 
Dr. Harold L. Fickett, Jr., was described by his 
host as "one who is really turned on to the 
Savior and willing to testify to his faith in Jesus 
Christ." 
Leader Sees Old Way Out 
In China Missions 
If the Chinese are going to be given a new 
opportunity to hear the gospel, it's not going to 
be from Westerners, but from the Chinese 
themselves. 
Dr. Arthur F. Glasser, dean of Fuller 
Theological Seminary's School of World 
Missions, expressed the view to Associated 
Press religion writer George W. Cornell. 
Other Christian leaders were quite pessimistic 
about a sudden open door for missions in China. 
To see the trip by President Nixon as a fore-
runner to any "dramatic opportunities for 
Christian witness is to put faith in fantasy," 
according to the Rev. Dr. M. E. Loewen, a one-
time China missionary who directs the Inter-
national Religious Liberty Association in 
Washington, D.C. 
Harvard Dean Stresses Need 
For Training Parish Pastors 
If the dean of Harvard University Divinity 
School has his way, changes will be made in the 
nation's best known theological seminaries. 
Dr. Krister Stendahl wants his school and 
others to dampen their enthusiasm for educating 
theology teachers and to turn more to preparing 
students for careers as parish pastors. He 
contends that Harvard and other schools should 
value evangelical zeal and prophetic vigor as 
well as academic excellence. 
Alcoholism Is Greatest 
U.S. Drug Problem 
The nation's number one drug problem is 
alcoholism, according to a new government 
report. 
A total of 9.6 million Americans are 
alcoholics, the study shows, and the economy is 
drained of $15 billion in revenue each year 
because of liquor. 
The director of the National Institute on 
Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism, Dr. Morris 
Chafetz, said the alcohol-abuse problem 
dwarfs that of heroin or any other drug, but 
"American society and most of the health 
professions consciously push alcohol problems 
under the rug. Alcoholism is mistakenly looked 
upon as a character deficiency instead of as a 
treatable illness," he said. 
Conference Pleads for 
Prisoner's Life 
Delegates to this year's meeting of the 
Conference of Mennonites in Manitoba voted to 
send a wire to the federal cabinet asking it to 
commute the sentence of a prisoner waiting to 
be hanged March 8. 
The condemned man, Thomas Shand, has 
become a close friend of the Manitoba 
Conference's prison chaplain, David Braun. 
Voting by ballot after a see-saw, half-hour 
debate, the delegates approved the decision by a 
margin of 167 to 60. 
(The Canadian federal cabinet announced 
February 24 that they were commuting Mr. 
Shand's sentence to life imprisonment. Chaplain 
Braun delivered the message to the convicted 
man.). 
Major Postal Increases 
Alarm Christian Press 
The U.S. Postal Service proposal to increase 
non-profit second class rates by 351.3 percent 
has been upheld in the recent decision of the 
Postal Rate Commission's Chief Hearing Ex-
aminer, Seymour Wenner. The decision in-
cludes the proposed imposition of a 1 Vi cent 
surcharge on each magazine mailed in addition 
to the escalation of the per-pound rates on the 
editorial and advertising port ions of 
publications. The full increase in the rate struc-
ture would be implemented over a 10-year 
period, if the Examiner's decision is upheld by 
the full membership of the Postal Rate 
Commission. 
Nixon Phoned 
Billy Graham from China 
President Richard M. Nixon, during his 
historic week in Mainland China, telephoned 
Evangelist Billy Graham from Peking. 
"I suppose it was the first time the words 
'God' and 'prayer' had been used in a communi-
cation between China and America in many 
years," the evangelist told the Associated Press. 
Dr. Graham said Mr. Nixon told him he was 
thinking about Mrs. Graham and the fact that 
she was born and reared in China. 
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The two bishops and the conference secretary confer during session—left 
to right: A. Graybill Brubaker, Bishop H. Frank Kipe (Zambia), Bishop 
Philemon ,V1. Kumalo (Rhodesia). 
umHIangano Omkulu 
(the "Big Meeting") 
Eleanor Ginder 
OUT in the corners of the mission work, progress and results can look very small. But when we're brought 
together at a conference such as the 1971 General 
Conference held at Wanezi Mission (Rhodesia) in 
December, we find strength—a strength that was not 
gained over night, nor gained with ease. We find a 
strength which results from years of working together, 
learning to know and understand each other. When we 
had seen the brethren at conference, as Paul said, "we 
took courage." 
The conference message was given by Bishop Kipe. 
After hearing about the Church, her formation, function, 
and future, prayer groups hesitated to close thefr prayer 
sessions. We were reminded of our tasks of meeting the 
needs of the indigenizing church, sensed our total 
insufficiencies and wanted to draw deeply from His 
mighty power and wisdom. 
Before the opening message by Rev. Luke Keeker on 
Prophecy and World Conditions, the conference body 
sang with feeling "Oh Lord Jesus, how long, how long?" 
Past experiences, work loads, anxieties and dis-
appointments made these words come from their hearts. 
How long to labor, to wait for revival, to hope. But 
"Hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah, Amen!" He IS com-
ing: a restful thought. 
The next song called us back to work. "Publish glad 
tidings, thousands are still bound in the darksome prison 
house of sin." "Give of thy wealth, pour out thy soul." 
After observing that most personnel here carry more 
than one man's work load, a visitor recently asked this 
question: what will you do if you don't soon get more 
personnel—break? Surely God still calls some to go 
beyond the home concerns, beyond their own shoreline. 
Rev. Johanson, guest speaker from the Union Bible 
Institute in Natal, South Africa, led us to be thrilled 
anew with our High Priest as he took us through a 
scholarly study of Hebrews. He reminded us to make our 
Catering was done smoothly with the limited cooking facilities of three 
huge black pots in the school dining hall. Because of the lack of 
equipment, each family brought their own dishes. Woe to the mother with 
a large family trying to gather her collection of equipment from among 
all the other dishes in the tub belonging to the others washing dishes at 
the same time! Adults pictured above in this process (from left to right): 
Doris Stern, Mrs. P. M. Kumalo, Carolyn Mann, and Mrs. Mangisi 
Sibanda. 
requests known to God, "even the stupid ones." 
"Remember, it is quite ridiculous to make special 
speeches to God and cover up some of your thoughts 
—He knows those, too." 
A very significant part of conference business sessions 
was the enthusiastic involvement of national delegates. 
Business came alive on the floor in these discussions. This 
voluntary participation was welcomed. 
Grandparents would have been proud to attend the 
children's program. It was exciting just to stop by the 
classroom where Miss White, the Child Evangelism 
missionary, was teaching. One mother slipped into the 
rear of the room when her child, who happened to be 
participating up front, spotted her. The whole room 
became brighter with the beam on his face. Think what 
the reaction would have been if Grandma or Grandpa 
would have been discovered in the back of the room! A 
brass ensemble of Youngways Hostel presented quality 
music before two sessions. 
Many missionary personnel and visitors were coming 
and going during this conference. Mr. and Mrs. Crist 
Sider and their daughter Lois Jean left for Canada during 
conference. Mr. and Mrs. Norman Sollenberger arrived 
to visit their son Lane. Then there were groups of Hostel 
children saying goodbye to Auntie Mim and Uncle Pete 
(Stern). Special farewells were given by the missionaries 
to their faithful field secretary and wife (the Sterns) and 
to Fannie Longenecker as they left for their well-earned 
furloughs. 
In the 1970 General Conference, goals had been 
established for the future work in Rhodesia and Zambia. 
Rev. Graybill Brubaker was asked to evaluate the 
progress made on these goals during the year. He pointed 
out that we must be fair and honest; we must praise 
where praise is due but we must allow it to hurt, also. 
Some progress has been made in several areas. But after 
a close look at the goals, it was suggested (to borrow a 
phrase from C. N. Hostetter) that "Jesus went about 
doing good; perhaps some of us just go about." The 
conclusion was made that "we have such a very long way 
to go! There must be a real movement in prayer, evi-
denced in prayer groups, live, springing up, everywhere— 
the real source of power in the church." 
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Macha Students Speak of 
Christian Growth Through 
Quiz Teams 
Before I came to Macha Secon-
dary, I was not so strong in spirit. In 
Form One I decided to be a quiz team 
member. As we studied about Joseph I 
saw how he suffered but never forgot 
God. It was while we were studying 
that I decided to take Christ as my 
personal Saviour. 
During our quizzes we meet with 
many Christians coming from other 
schools. We try to discuss some 
problems we meet as Christians and 
pray for each other. I have been on the 
quiz team for three years and it has 
helped me to grow strong in the habit 
of reading the Bible. 
—Georgiana Chiholyonga 
Evangelism Club 
Although there are eight clubs at 
Macha, I chose Evangelism Club. One 
of our responsibilities is to teach the 
young children in Junior Sunday 
School. We show the children pictures 
to attract their attention and to help 
them understand what we are trying to 
teach them. Sometimes we give them a 
short quiz to see if they understand. I 
have found that this is also God's way 
of leading me to understand his words. 
—Enless Shakamba 
"New Life for AH" 
Prayer Cells 
"New Life for All" is the term 
which is used when people—for ex-
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ample, students at Macha— form 
some groups to pray by themselves 
without any supervisor. At first there 
weren't many students interested in 
joining. In fact, there were only two 
groups. In these two groups we chose 
leaders. At last these groups grew so 
large that we divided ourselves into 
many groups. 
—Elissah Luzutu 
At first I was one of those who was 
not interested in attending prayer 
cells. Many people were saying that 
the gir ls who a t t ended were 
hypocrites, just interested in passing 
the law ["conforming"]. Later I 
learned that praying really does help. 
Of course, temptations still come to 
the girls who pray, but the Bible verses 
we are learning have helped us to 
conquer. 
—Dianah Mudenda 
Our prayer cells helped to pull us 
through our hard form II ex-
aminations. Now most of us are doing 
our third form in 1971 through the 
Lord's own kindness. We have also 
become softer in our speech and 
kinder to our friends. 
—Miika Chibbandula 
Christian Associations 
Finding good Christian friends has 
been a great help in my daily 
problems. When we have important 
decisions to make we talk about them 
and pray. When our fellow friends 
have needs, we as Christians are 
responsible to help them. 
We have our best times at Macha 
when we are singing together. As it is 
written in Psalm 95:1, "O come, let us 
sing to the Lord; let us make a joyful 
noise to the rock of our Salvation." 
—Julia Michelo 
The time I like most is the Sunday 
evening services with Mr. Poe. Even 
when the program seems like enter-
tainment, we can easily find God. 
Our morning prayers are also a time 
of encouragement and learning to 
trust in God. I am lucky to be at a 
school where we find this help each 
day. 
—Messiah Hanzila 
Top of page: Profiles of Form Three girls. 





John R. Sider 
"Come, brother, sister, let us go to 
church," was the glad song we sang as 
we entered the new church for its dedi-
cation. From the immediate village, 
and surrounding villages as well, the 
Harvey Sider (right), India Superintendent, gave 
the dedicatory sermon. Others sharing in the 
service (from left to right) were Patras Hem-
brone, Santal Regional Superintendent, Sohan 
Lai Bara, the pastor, and John R. Sider. 
worshippers joined in thanks to 
God—the simple church building in 
the Uraon community becoming a 
place of worship for the Christian 
families there. For years they had 
worshipped at another village several 
miles away, but the long hot season, 
followed by the monsoons and floods, 
made travel difficult. So often only the 
men could go to church. Now the 
complete family can attend church. 
The worshippers at the dedication service gather 
in front of the village church in rural India. 
Part of the dedicatory offering was a half dozen 
eggs. Thomas (on the right), conducting the 
auction, holds the eggs over his head for the 
bidders to see. Note how everyone is enjoying the 
sale! 
An Open Letter 
to SPIC* Parents 
The other day I went to Barjora to attend the local 
council and found the place alive with your 111 children. 
The girls' hostel mother, Margaret, was directing their 
games while Johan, in charge of the boys, was over-
seeing some necessary repairs on the hostel roof. I 
made lists of the children for you supporters, ,and you 
will soon be hearing from the Elizabethtown office about 
the child you are sponsoring. Some children still 
need sponsors. 
When evening fell I suggested that the boys and girls 
join for their evening devotions instead of having them 
separate as they usually do. I'm sure the entire 
neighbourhood heard the singing! The full 
moon rose as we concluded and the children left for 
their evening meal. 
In addition to these children in the Barjora school, 
some of you will have the opportunity to share in the 
education of children in higher education. This year 
the SPIC program is being enlarged to include ten 
boys and girls in high school, and one girl in teachers' 
college. All but one of these presently lack sponsorship. 
Pray for this to be a year of spiritual growth for your 
"children" in India. 
—John Sider 
[Note: SPIC provides an opportunity for a person-to-person 
relationship which is an integral part of the Mission Budget. For 
information about sponsoring the education of an Indian child, 
write to Brethren in Christ Missions, Box 149, Elizabethtown, Pa. 
17022]. 
^Scholarship Program for India Children 
10 ' 
Rain + Rain + Rain = 
FLOODS 
And that is what North India experienced last summer 
and fall. With crops being ruined, we knew people were 
desperately hungry, and we had nothing to feed them. We 
missionaries took up an offering amongst ourselves. Then 
we recalled the Biblical account of the churches that 
showed COMPASSION to the needy Christians in 
Jerusalem. We wondered, "Would the churches in 
Canada and the United States show COMPASSION to 
their Indian brethren?" A plea appeared in the 
November 25 Visitor; you responded generously; and we 
thank God for your concern. 
Now that this crisis is past, we want to share with you 
how your gifts were used. First, help was given to the 
neediest Christian families in the form of forty-five 
pounds of grain with a few receiving a second gift. John 
Sider organized earth-moving crews to prevent future 
flooding of their property, and paid the men with food 
and a small wage. Harvey Sider used a portion of the 
fund for road building. None of the persons involved 
received a lot of money or food, but it was enough to help 
them survive until the new rice crop was ready. 
God blessed Bihar with a bountiful rice crop. Now 
about thirty-five percent of this land is under wheat 
cultivation. Pray with us that weather disasters, so 
common here, may be averted for a time so that these 
people, who are always poor, may be spared further 
calamity. 
And so, your brethren here express thanks for your 
share in the INDIA COMPASSION FUND. 
— The India Mission Staff 
Evangelical Visitor 
How complete an expression of Christian faith is necessary 
for a person wishing to serve with MCC? 
Christ: 
More Than an Example 
Vern Preheim 
HOW orthodox must a person be to serve with Mennonite Central 
Committee? How complete an ex-
pression of Christian faith or theology 
is necessary? How much time should 
be spent discussing theological matters 
when processing people for service? 
These are questions that MCC faces 
in processing and selecting personnel. 
It is agonizing because a certain 
amount of judging is unavoidable. It is 
also agonizing because we are keenly 
aware that the decision has long-range 
effects on the person, on the sending 
agency, and on the church at the 
receiving end. A wrong decision will 
have negative effects on everyone in-
volved. So if there are any decisions 
over which administrators and per-
sonnel staff prayerfully agonize, these 
are decisions involving personnel. 
The obvious decisions are not 
difficult to make, but borderline cases 
are. Each person filling out an appli-
cation for MCC must answer in essay 
form the question, "What does Christ 
and the Christian faith mean to you?" 
In the last five years we have noted an 
increasing tendency on the part of 
applicants to speak of Jesus Christ as 
the example which they try to follow. 
One person wrote: "The example 
Christ gave to us about living and 
dying to help others has influenced my 
life. I want to be involved with helping 
other people in some way or another 
whether it be physical, social, or 
spiritual." 
Another said: "The Christian faith 
to me means knowing that there is an 
ultimate source of love available and 
that I can never reach a limit. There is 
March 25, 1972 
always more to be done. Christ's life is 
an example of how man should live 
with his brother and that is the ex-
ample I must try to follow." 
Yet another replied: "Christ is the 
example after whom I attempt to 
pattern my life. More and more I am 
realizing that I can't try to make my 
Christian faith meaningful. Instead, 
this just happens at those times when I 
can accept Christ's teachings and 
promises sincerely as they were given. 
My goal in my Christian experience is 
to achieve a greater unity between 
Christ's way of life and mine." 
The above statements are good as 
far as they go, but they are nonethe-
less basically a Jesus Christ example 
theology. 
Throughout Christian history, there 
have been those who have regarded 
Jesus Christ as a good example, a 
pattern for one's life. Thomas a Kem-
pis in The Imitation of Christ has a bit 
of this emphasis. The Anabaptists in 
lifting out discipleship as a cardinal 
point of faith and practice would be 
another illustration of example 
theology. So it's not really surprising 
that youth coming out of a tradition of 
discipleship and servanthood would 
have a tendency to describe their 
Christian faith in terms of serving. It 
is not surprising that they say that to 
them, Jesus Christ means an example 
to follow. 
Why is a Jesus Christ example 
theology inadequate? There is the 
problem of motivation. A good ex-
ample will not necessarily motivate 
the would-be imitator sufficiently for 
that person to follow the example. A 
person who is interested in playing 
baseball might well follow the example 
of Willie Mays. But realizing what all 
is involved in achieving the com-
petency of a Willie Mays, this person 
may become discouraged. The in-
spiration of seeing Willie Mays play 
baseball may not be sufficient for the 
imitator. 
There is a problem of achievement. 
No matter how much Willie Mays 
may inspire and motivate, without the 
enabling aptitude, one can hardly 
follow his example. Those who see 
Jesus Christ merely as a man who 
lived here on this earth nearly 2,000 
years ago and who did a lot of good, 
who taught the right things, and who 
generally is the example of the kind of 
life they would like to live may not fare 
well in their efforts to follow that 
example. This is not to argue that 
deeds of kindness and mercy and the 
pursuit of justice and righteousness are 
reserved only for the Christian. It is 
true that some who do not pretend to 
follow the example are much more 
Christ-like than those who have taken 
on His name. 
Jesus did call people to follow Him. 
The implication was always more than 
simply to follow His example. From 
the very earliest of confessions, the 
affirmation has always been that Jesus 
is Lord and that there is a continuing 
relationship of the disciple to his Lord. 
This continuing relationship not only 
inspires and motivates but also enables 
a person to follow the example. One 
volunteer recently wrote on his 
application: "Christ is both He who 
shows us how life ought to be lived and 
He who by His work of salvation and 
reconciliation enables us to live a life 
approaching that for which we were 
created." This statement reflects a 
kind of dynamic relationship to Jesus 
Christ as both example and Lord. 
There is also a tendency on the part 
of youth today to be reticent about 
their faith and to assume in humility 
that being, doing, and living as a 
Christian will communicate what the 
Christian faith is all about. But regar-
ding Jesus as example does not go far 
enough in one's theology of the Chris-
tian faith. Demonstrating the Chris-
tian faith by example is inadequate. 
It is necessary to articulate in words 
what the Christian faith is all about. 
To be sure, this articulation is done at 
appropriate times, in appropriate 
places, and with appropriate words. If 
one would need to choose between the 
two, one would obviously choose the 
demonstrat ion rather than the 
articulation but to combine both is the 
ideal. 
to page twelve 
// 
The Sunday School— 
Isn't it the Place . . . ? 
Robert Rolston 
ISN'T the Sunday school the place to ask some very pertinent, prac-
tical, and pointed questions? 
Hasn't this been the place where 
many people stop attending at 16 
years and begin again at 60 years of 
age? 
Is this the place where we avoid 
facing the honest questions that the 
average person is asking? We either 
fear the answer or worse, we fear that 
we have no answer at all. The per-
plexed seek Bible answers to prob-
lems relating to life at home, at 
school, or at the job. 
Could it be true that we provide a 
sanctified babysitting service for 
The writer is the pastor of the Sherkston 
congregation and chairman of the Canadian 
Conference Commission on Sunday School. 
parents who are either too tired or dis-
interested to personally attend? 
Is it the job of your custodian to 
pick up the Sunday school papers left 
on the floor or in the pews? Does in-
cinerated literature infer that we need 
to read our literature before we dis-
tribute? 
Why do so many attend Sunday 
school and yet sense no desire to 
attend the morning worship hour? 
Have we created a gulf rather than 
building a bridge between these two 
related ministries? 
Do you think that the register 
should silently witness to a gradual 
decline in attendance and offering 
when scores of people surround our 
churches who have no meaningful 
church relationship? 
Could it be true that five minutes 
prior to the opening exercises teachers 
are frantically cramming in three or 
four hours of study or the superinten-
dent and song leader are arranging 
details? 
Would it be true to say that more 
people refuse assignments in the Sun-
day school department than in any 
other area of congregational life? 
Why is it that you rarely see the 
evangelist or the visiting missionary 
attend Sunday school during his stay 
in the congregation? Often the pulpit 
or bulletin announcements receive 
little or no emphasis on the need or 
urgency of Sunday school attendance. 
Don't you think that the same needs 
that raised up the Sunday school 
movement in the beginning still exist 
today? Sex, drugs, and other evils still 
lurk within the shadows of our church 
steeples. The spiritual revival for 
which we are trusting God could come 
through our Sunday schools. Any tool 
in God's hand may be a redemptive 
instrument. 
Have you ever envisioned the 
Brethren in Christ Church of the 
future? We must realize that the Sun-
day school that we have today will 
lay the foundation for our future lay 
leadership, our missionaries, pastors, 
evangelists and bishops. 
MORE THAN AN EXAMPLE 
from page eleven 
People wishing to serve with MCC 
are asked to affirm the following state-
ment of Christian faith: 
We believe in Jesus Christ, God's 
Son, as the revelation of God and as 
Lord of all who accept Him by faith. 
We believe that the Christian church 
is composed of those who commit 
themselves to live under His lord-
ship, and who share in fellowship 
with each other. Christian love is a 
central quality of the Christian faith 
and becomes the basis for our rela-
tionship with all men regardless of 
creed, ethnic origin, nationality, or 
political view. Our response to human 
conflict, injustice, war, and racial 
tension is based on the biblical teach-
ings of nonviolence. The service 
ministry of the Mennonite Central 
Committee is established as a positive 
expression of this understanding. 
We must keep in sharp focus the 
lordship of Jesus Christ. It is im-
portant not only for theological sound-
ness but also for effective service. It is 
the responsibility of the whole brother-
hood—congregations, educational 
institutions, and mission/service agen-





Welcome, Music, Keynote Address — "The 
Gospel as Good News" (Myron Augsburger) 
Discussion Groups 
Break 
Action Groups, Biblical Playback 
Dramatic Devotional 




Music, Bible Study—II Cor. 4:17 
(Waldo Hiebert) 
Break for Sharing, Fellowship 
Probe: Social Evangelism 
(Hubert Swartzentruber) 
"What Do Ye More Than They?" 
(John H. Yoder) 
Probe: Peace as Evangelism (Frank Epp) 
Break 
Action Groups, Field Trips, Biblical Playback 
Dramatic Devotional 
Probe: Visitation and Personal Evangelism 
(Nelson Kauffman) 
Nicodemus Sessions 
APRIL 13-16, 1972 
Theme: The Gospel of Christ Reconciles 
Saturday 
Music, Bible Study—I Cor. 5:1-11 
(Paul Miller) 
Break for Sharing, Fellowship 
Probe: Teaching Evangelism (Donovan Smucker) 
"By All Means Save Some" (George R. Brunk) 
Probe: Healing Arts Evangelism 
(Charles Neff) 
Break 
Action Groups, Field Trips, Biblical Playback 
Dramatic Devotional 




Music Bible Study—II Cor. 5:16-20 
(Henry Ginder) 
Probe: Preaching Evangelism (Peter Wiebe) 
"Fire in My Bones" (Marshal Tate) 
Dedication Service (J. B. Toews) 
Adjournment 
Probe '72 Meets in Minneapolis April 13-16. Registration forms can be 
obtained from pastors or by writing to Probe '72, 938 Central Avenue, 
Harrisonburg, Va. 22901. Individual $30. Couple $45. Student/youth 
$15. 
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Doug Stutzman 
Making Friends in Gythion 
MY TWO YEARS here in Gythion for Church World Service (CWS) 
have finally come to an end. I 
remember times when I was still in 
grade school hoping that I would be 
able to go to another country some 
day and help those poor souls whose 
faces I saw in papers and on church 
screens. That time has come and gone 
and it wasn't at all like I thought it 
would be. 
I've spent two years as a Paxman in 
Greece and I feel as if I received 
almost more help than I gave. It has 
been the most meaningful two years 
I've experienced, and educationally I 
hold these years as high as my two 
years of college. 
Living, working and learning from 
these people has done me much good 
and I feel my heart warm for them. I 
have lived with Greeks my entire time 
here and am now glad for such an 
arrangement. I didn't have to speak 
Greek all of the time, but I did for one 
seven-month stretch. 
Doug gave his two years of PAX service in 
Gythion, Greece. 
One thing which helped was that in 
the beginning my co-workers and I 
knew that we would have to live 
together for two years whether we 
liked it or not. At this time, we agreed 
to treat each other as brothers and if 
we had problems, to talk them out. 
Lambros proved to be a good brother 
and slowly I learned of his culture, and 
he some of mine. 
As to making friends, I came with 
the idea of making friendly gestures 
first, especially with the kids. Coming 
from a large family, I knew that kids' 
friends usually became their parents' 
friends. Since the children are more 
accepting of strangers than are older 
people, I feel I was able to get closer to 
the grown-ups faster this way. I credit 
many of my contacts with the old folks 
to this. As an example of how well this 
worked, I'll relate a conversation 
which happened on the streets. 
I'm buying some things for the farm 
and a man asks me, "Are you an 
American?" 
"Yes, I am, how are you?" 
"Fine. Is your name Jug? Duck? 
Dung?" 
"Yes, how did you know?" 
"Oh, Johnny talks about you, says 
you're good friends." 
(So speak the truth—I didn't learn 
many of my little friends' names, just 
faces.) 
"Johnny? From where?" 
"Oh, you know Johnny, close to the 
church." 
"Oh, yes, how is he anyway?" 
"He's in school today. By the way, 
he said that you work with pigs, chick-
ens, rabbits and goats on the farm." 
"Yes, I work for CWS and we have 
programs with these animals." 
"Let's go have coffee. I'm interested 
in chickens." 
And so a little friend opened the 
door to another place where maybe I 
could be of help. In such cases the 
father was much more open and 
hospitable because he had been briefed 
by his son about the American. 
The closer the time comes to leave 
Gythion the more I think about the 
things and people I'm going to miss. 
What about the 72-year-old guitar-
playing fisherman; the kid down the 
street who runs out to wave at me; the 
laughter and the dances; the hospitali-
ty and warmth of their smiles? Yes, 
when I stop to think about it all, I love 
these people. I feel worse leaving here 
now than I felt when I left my home in 
America two years ago. 
More Letters on the Jesus People* Some T h i n § s are Lacking 
A Letter about a Letter 
I read with some interest in the January 25th issue the 
article [letter] under the heading "What about the 
Dress Code?" as it concerns the new Christians in the 
Jesus movement. 
I can only assume that the person from Elizabeth-
town, Penna. who signed their letter "concerned," may 
have been thinking in terms of the traditional dress 
pattern. In my reading of the beginnings of the Jesus 
movement, I did not see any mention that the so-called 
witness coming from plain garb had anything to do with 
the starting of this movement. 
The Jesus people are known by their joy-filled lives 
and their exuberant witnessing, two qualities found in the 
early church of the New Testament. 
I am wondering as I write this, if when we all stand 
before the Great Judge of all times, he will ask us 
among other things "what about the dress code?" 
Judson Hill, 
Midland, Michigan 
*See "The Jesus Revolution," December 10,1971 
March 25, 1972 
Upon thinking about the Jesus Movement, I wonder if 
it is real. Is it just a passing trend as was the now 
deteriorating hippie movement? But then again, what 
are the characteristics of a wholesome spiritual life, on 
fire with the Holy Spirit? a fervent study of the Bible, 
constant prayer in praise and intercession, unbroken 
harmony and fellowship, complete, yet peaceful joy, and 
discipleship without reservation. According to all that 
I have heard about this movement through magazines and 
their own underground newspaper, they experience all 
these things and more: a burning desire to lead some-
one to the Lord. 
I am afraid that some of these things are lacking 
among many of our own membership. Why? Are we 
afraid to show our love for Jesus with a hearty "Amen," 
or Bible study, or prayer, or complete obedience, or 
even love for our "neighbor." 
I am sixteen years old and I know my faith is real. 
It would not hurt to examine the movement in the light 
of the scriptures, referring to verses 6 and 8 in 
Matthew 13. It is my opinion that they can be classified 
as good soil. 
Prayerfully yours, 
Barry A. Shue 
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CHURCH NEWS 
continued from page six 
Rev. Bert Carlson ('54) visited the campus 
February 29 and March 1 to lead in discussions 
and workshops in religious music. Rev. Carlson 
is an accomplished composer and pastors in 
Collingswood, N. J. 
A third phase of the arts program featured an 
exhibit of the works of Eugene Rivers, a painter 
from Philadelphia, who also spoke to students 
of the challenge of creativity. Mr. Rivers paints 
and speaks as a Christian artist with deep social 
concern. 
The arts program will culminate April 10 to 
14 with features throughout the week and 
awarding of prizes for student work entered in 
competition. 
Missions 
Missionaries in Transit: Jim and Doris Cober 
and family arrived home in Canada on February 
II, on furlough from India. Walter and Lynda 
Kelly returned to Nicaragua on March 21, after 
a medical furlough. 
VSers leave for Africa: Chester and Ruth 
Wingert (Hollowell) leave March 28 for a three-
year assignment at Matopo Book Centre. Mrs. 
Katie Tyson (Perkiomen Valley) leaves March 
30 for two years of service at Youngways Hostel 
in Bulawayo. Merle Musser (Cross Roads) 




After the Terror, 
Hunger in Bangladesh 
During April, 1971, a steady stream of 
refugees from the south moved past the Garo 
church center in Birisiri, the last town on the 
road out of East Pakistan (now Bangladesh) 
into India. 
Running for their lives, these Bengali people, 
both Hindu and Muslim, pressed on toward the 
safety of India, telling the Garo tribesmen about 
the ferocity of the West Pakistan army which 
was moving out from Dacca into all the border 
regions. 
"Whomever the army mee t s , " these 
frightened refugees said, "they shoot down." 
As members of the largest remaining tribe of 
aborigines in Bangladesh, the Garo people, 
though they have adapted many of the ways of 
the Bengali neighbors, speak a Tibetan language 
and have a culture of their own. For example, 
unlike the women of Bengal, the Garo women 
work in the fields with their men and carry their 
babies on their backs. 
A high proportion of the Garos are members 
of the small Christian community in 
Bangladesh. Birisiri is the headquarters of the 
Garo Baptist Union with schools, a Bible in-
stitute, a print shop, dispensary, and small 
hospital, all under their own leadership. The 
union's 103 congregations are scattered along a 
120-mile narrow belt of land that follows the 
northern border in the Mymensingh district. 
On the night of April 26, three jeeps drove 
into the town of Birisiri, their headlights turned 
off. Word spread that the Pakistan army was 
near. Men started to run; girls began to cry. 
Since the Garo leaders had given support to the 
Bengali resistance movement, they knew they 
could no longer stay. So they left quickly for 
India which was only a few short miles away. 
When the other Garo clans, both Christian 
and non-Christian, heard that the Baptist 
leaders, to whom they looked for guidance in all 
their affairs, had left, most of them followed. 
Not everyone in the path of the marauding 
troops could make it to the safety of India. 
Others moved from place to place seeking 
refuge in out-of-the-way places. A group of 
Hindu girls escaped from their burning village 
and started moving south toward the city of 
Mymensingh, 30 miles from Birisiri. They went 
from village to village, seeking protection from 
whomever would offer them shelter for a few 
days. Each time they moved on, the house in 
which they had stayed was burnt the following 
night. 
They dreaded the Pakistan army which 
rounded up women wherever they could be 
found to take to their military compounds, only 
to be killed when they had been broken 
physically and mentally. 
Numb with terror and virtually incoherent 
with fright, the Hindu girls stumbled into the 
compound of the Australian Baptist Missionary 
Society in Mymensingh, where other Hindu 
refugees were being sheltered in and around the 
Baptist school buildings. Here, under the 
protection of foreigners, they were able to live 
until the Pakistan military force retreated 
toward Dacca in December as the Indian army 
advanced. 
While at Mymensingh, the Hindu girls each 
received a bright quilt from relief supplies sent 
into Bangladesh (then East Pakistan) by the 
Mennonite Central Committee. 
And as the Garos are now returning to their 
homes in "the villages around Birisiri, they are 
also finding similar relief supplies waiting for 
them from a shipment of Mennonite blankets 
and canned chicken being distributed through 
the Bangladesh Council of Churches. A few 
bales and cartons at a time are making their way 
over an extremely rough road from Mymen-
singh, across two ferries, and over broken 
bridges to the Garo Baptist center. 
The Garo people have come back to a 
ravaged land. They have lost their houses and 
the harvest from the unplanted rice fields. 
Another major loss has been the fruit trees that 
will take five years to grow to maturity. 
Right now, like millions in Bangladesh, the 
Garos are cold and hungry. When I was visiting 
Birisiri, 500 people came to the town hall to wait 
for the distribution of a few pounds of rice and 
wheat from government rations. Most had come 
every day for four days. Most would go away 
empty-handed. 
The bales of blankets and cartons of canned 
chicken in the storeroom of the church 
center—a small drop in an ocean of mis-
ery—will supply only a few of the neediest of 
these needy people. 
—Maynard Shelly 
Needed: 
Grandma and Grandpa for 40 Students 
. . . and a three-year-old, a kinder-
garten lad, three high schoolers and 
several young adults. 
Messiah College's Philadelphia 
Campus is a lot like a family. 
College students on work-study 
presently do all the cooking, cleaning 
and typing. Living together in five 
inter-connected row houses means 
seeing each other when we are 
grouchy as well as when we are 
happy. Brother and sister relation-
ships develop between the guys and 
girls. The children have older 
brothers and sisters (and baby-
sitters!) in the students. And oc-
casionally we faculty actually are 
something like "Dad" and "Mom." 
But we don't have a Grandpa or 
Grandma. 
One of the problems on most 
college campuses these days is that 
the college situation degenerates into 
a late adolescent ghetto. College 
students hardly talk to anyone out-
side the 18-22 age bracket. That is 
one reason there is a generation gap! 
Compare this situation with the old 
days when three generations lived 
together in the same old farm house. 
Old and young need each other's 
energy, wisdom, daring, caution and 
innocence. At Messiah College's 
Philadelphia campus, we have two 
generations back together again, but 
not the third—yet! 
To be real honest, we would have 
to admit that there is another side to 
this too. College students occasional-
ly get busy and—well—the cleaning 
or repairs get neglected once in a 
while. In short, it would be great to 
have a retired couple who love young 
people come and join us. The man 
could supervise the maintenance 
crew. A man handy at minor repairs 
would be great. The wife could help 
with food services. 
If you are retired and if you and 
your wife enjoy youth and have 
thought of doing some volunteer 
work for the church, maybe God 
wants you in the city of brotherly 
love for a time. The whole family at 
Messiah College's Philadelphia 
campus would love to welcome a 
Grandpa and Grandma. If you are 
interested, write to President D. Ray 
Hos t e t t e r , Messiah Col lege , 
Grantham, Pennsylvania 17027, or 
Dr. Ronald J. Sider, Messiah 
College, 2026 N. Broad Street, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19121. 




During the morning worship service, Dec. 12, 
eleven were received into the membership of the 
Antrim Church. April 9 is scheduled for 
Homecoming with many, who formerly 
attended, being asked to share in the activities. 
The Belleville church group planned a sur-
prise get-together for the Rev. and Mrs. Lome 
Lichty, who celebrated their 25th wedding an-
niversary Jan. 11. They were married in Canada 
and lived there until Aug., 1970 when they 
accepted the pastorate of the Big Valley Church 
in Belleville, Pa. The Lichtys are the parents of 
four children: Mrs. Barbara DeHaan and Mrs. 
Charlotte Reid, both living in Canada, and 
Marlene and Douglas at home. There is also one 
grandchild. The couple was presented with a 
money tree from the Sunday school and gifts 
from friends. 
On Feb. 13, during the morning worship 
service, Andy Busti, an instructor from Teen 
Challenge, shared his testimony and spoke on 
the work of the training center, in the Martins-
burg Church. In the evening service Dr. Martin 
H. Schrag from Messiah College showed slides 
of biblical archaeological discoveries during the 
Christian Workers portion of the evening. Rev. 
Schrag also brought the evening message. 
ATLANTIC CONFERENCE 
The Bethel Springs congregation of 
Reinholds, Pa., announce their revival for April 
12-23 with evangelist Rev. Charles McDonald. 
Although many services were cancelled in 
Pennsylvania churches during the severe 
snowstorm on Feb. 20, a group of 47 neighbors 
gathered at the Messiah Children's Home near 
the Cross Roads Church for a time of 
fellowship. 
The Elizabethtown Church welcomed eight 
new members into their fellowship Feb. 27. 
The Holden Park Church, Orlando, Fla., 
featured Rev. Ray Brubaker, director of God's 
News Behing the News, at a dinner meeting Feb. 
12. His topic was "Forecast of the Future of 
America." 
Joy Farr, of the Musical Farr Family of 
Middletown, Pa., presents Pastor LeRoy 
Walters with a plaque during a special service at 
the Skyline View Church (Harrisburg, Pa.) 
Sunday, Jan. 23. Roy Cinder, Minister of Music 
of the congregation and local contact man for the 
benefit concert, and Nick Farr (on right) look on 
with approval. 
The plaque reads as follows: "The Farr Fami-
ly award presented to the Skyline View Brethren 
in Christ Church for outstanding Christian 
spirit—Benefit Concert, 1971." 
The Christmas Concert benefits of over $1,700 
were for Teen Challenge. 
CANADIAN CONFERENCE 
The Rosebank Church reports a baptismal 
service Jan. 9 with 13 persons receiving the rite, 
including a former Catholic couple. On Jan. 22, 
23, Rosebank was host to the Huron District 
Youth in winter retreat. A "Welcome Home" 
service was held Feb. 27 to honor the arrival of 
Rev. and Mrs. James Cober and their family 
from India. A presentation of slides and 
messages was given followed by a social hour in 
the church basement. 
CENTRAL CONFERENCE 
On March 1 several of the Southern Ohio 
churches met at Beulah Chapel (Ohio), for a 
WMPC rally. The speakers were Don and Milly 
Ressler of the Central Alaska Mission. They 
spoke of their call and showed slides and a film 
strip. The Resslers plan to return to Alaska in 
April. 
Rev. Ted Burwell of the Valley Chapel 
Church, with his family, has moved into the 
parsonage located near the church in order that 
he may more adequately serve the congregation. 
MIDWEST CONFERENCE 
Mr. and Mrs. Dwight Allen, Dallas Center, 
Iowa, congregation, were honored Feb. 6 when 
their children and grandchildren were hosts at 
Open House honoring their 50th wedding an-
niversary. The occasion was held in the parlors 
of the church. About one-hundred guests called 
to extend best wishes. The Aliens were married 
Feb. 8, 1922, and are the parents of seven 
children: Paul, Earl, Lois, and Mrs. Orville Fry, 
Ed, Bert, and Keith. 
PACIFIC CONFERENCE 
The Ontario Church recognizes in their "Sun-
day School Light" paper Mr. and Mrs. Nick 
Hanna as the "teacher(s) of the month." The 
Ontario Church school is now organized to have 
teams of husband and wife teaching the classes 
and reports that it is working out very well. 
BIRTHS 
Bert: Jeremy Bayles, born Feb. 24 to Mr. and 
Mrs. Norman A. Bert, Manhattan, Kan. 
Cravener: Jeanette Lynn, born Feb. 13 to Mr. 
and Mrs. Harry Cravener, Conoy congregation, 
Pa. 
Cunningham: Melissa Ann, born Feb. 26 to 
Mr. and Mrs. Glen Cunningham, Shenks con-
gregation, Pa. 
Hamilton: Lindy Jene, born Feb. 22 to Mr. 
and Mrs. Robert Hamilton, Grantham con-
gregation, Pa. 
Hilmer: Casandra Ann, born Feb. 24 to Mr. 
and Mrs. John Hilmer, Shenks congregation, 
Pa. 
Ocker: Arvin Eugene, born Feb. 11 to Mr. 
and Mrs. Harvey Ocker, Antrim congregation, 
Pa. 
Shelly: Rena Faye, born Feb. 17 to Mr. and 
Mrs. James R. Shelly, Redland Valley con-
gregation, Pa. 
Sherk: Jeffrey David, born Nov. 24 to Mr. 
and Mrs. David Sherk, Cheapside congregation, 
Ontario, Canada. 
Stoner: Jodi Lynn, born Feb. 13 to Mr. 
and Mrs. Jesse Stoner, Philadelphia, Pa., 
Morning Hour congregation, Pa. 
WEDDINGS 
Burnes-Zook: Charlene Ann, daughter of 
Rev. and Mrs. Roy W. Zook, Elizabethtown, 
Pa., and Gene Burnes, Wheaton, Md., son of 
Mr. and Mrs. C. A. Burnes, St. Petersburg, Fla., 
in the Conoy Church with the bride's father 
officiating. A sermon was given by Rev. G. P. 
Kimber of Messiah College. 
Gromling-Cooke: Lorraine Frances Cooke 
and Clayton Gromling were united in marriage 
Feb. 29 at the parsonage, Maytown, Pa., with 
pastor Earl E. Herr officiating. 
Helems-Hawkins: Rhonda, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Denzile Hawkins, Akron, Ohio, and 
James, son of Mr. and Mrs. Fred Helems, 
Uniontown, Ohio, Nov. 26 in the Navajo 
Chapel, Bloomfield, New Mexico, with Rev. 
Marion J. Heisey officiating. 
Roy-Crooks: Margaret, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Morley Crooks and Roger, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Edgar Roy, both of Hamilton, Ontario, 
Feb. 19 in the Ridgemount Church with Rev. 
John Schock officiating. 
Shoemaker-Sechrist: Sandy Kay, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Donald Sechrist, Red Lion, 
Pa., and Floyd W., Ill, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Floyd Shoemaker, II, Adams County, in the 
Shiloh Church of the Open Door, Feb. 26 with 
Rev. David Haines officiating and the pastor 
of the bride, Rev. John L. Bundy, assisting. 
VanBrocklin-Mayers: Sandra Louise, 
daughter of Mrs. B. Mayers, Selkirk, Ontario, 
and Robert Neil, son of Mrs. B. Giesbers, 
Simcoe, Ontario, Jan. 29 in the Cheapside 
Church with Rev. Paul Nigh officiating. 
Wingert-Wingert: Mrs. Martha Myers 
Wingert, and George B. Wingert, both of 
Chambersburg, Pa., Feb. 13 in the Antrim 
Church with Rev. Andrew Slagenweit 
officiating, assisted by Rev. Marlin Ressler. 
OBITUARIES 
Frey: Nobel Oren Frey was born March 13, 
1915, in Kansas, the son of Lawrence M. and 
Grace Frey and passed away Jan. 24, 1972. On 
Feb. 13, 1937 he was married to Edith Mae 
Sutton who survives with the following sons: 
Lawrence N., Earl Eugene and Frank Leroy; 
three daughters: Mrs. Laura Mae Cook, Mrs. 
Fern Marie Knauss, and Mrs. Vivian Jean 
Redden; his stepmother, Mrs. Sylvia Frey; two 
brothers; six sisters; and 13 grandchildren. 
Funeral services were held from the Zion 
Church where he attended, with Pastor John 
Hawbaker officiating. Burial was in the Zion 
Cemetery. 
Osborne: Kenneth R. Osborne of Tipp City, 
Ohio, died in an automobile accident Feb. 5, 
1972, at 23 years of age. Survivors are his 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Robert Osborne; four 
brothers; and two sisters. Funeral service was 
held from the Trostel-Chapman Funeral Home 
with lay-minister, Norman E. Smith officiating. 




Reflections on a Flight to Amsterdam 
I looked out the window and thought about leaving 
home. Lebanon and Lancaster counties faded into 
the gathering dusk, and with them seven hard-
earned years of adjustment to America. Our family 
had come home from Rhodesia seven years before, 
giving me culture-shock as a junior in high school. A 
year later we moved to Fairland where I was to spend 
the next six years as a pastor's son. Now, a graduate 
of Messiah College and a new 1-W headed for 
service in Africa, after recovering from the wrench of 
leaving home and all I knew at the age of 15, I was 
doing it all over again. 
'Rhodesia, once familiar to me, had become 
strange. Besides, I was going back as a teacher, not 
the student I had been before. The friends I had 
known there were now mostly in the States; what 
familiar faces remaining would be greatly changed. 
All of these feelings are, of course, part of the natural 
course of life. We all wrench free from our past and 
try to form our own future. Following God's will 
means the breaking of many old ties and the forming 
of many new ones. 
But as I went through these natural processes of 
thought, two facts reasserted themselves in my 
mind. The first was the prayer offered before our 
departure (I was travelling with the Jacob Shenk 
family). Thirty or forty of the brotherhood prayed 
together, led by Rev. Harry Bert, and then sang "Till 
We Meet" as we said farewell, cried a bit, and got 
ready to leave. Love was present in the prayer, the 
singing, and the farewells. We felt the love of Christ 
in all for all. We knew the unity for which Christ 
prayed in his high priestly prayer. 
The second idea came to me as I remembered the 
hurt of saying goodbye. That hurt is small beside the 
yoke of pain and sin enslaving the world. The sinner 
groans beneath the tyrant's yoke; he cringes before 
the spectre of starvation and death; he suffers 
agonies of war, disease, poverty and discrimination. 
In his suffering the heathen looks at the Christian 
and scorns his faith and his God. "You believe 
because you do not suffer," he cries. "If you, for one 
day, felt my pain, I would be satisfied." 
And the Christian suffers. He suffers not only the 
fears and pain of ordinary men, but also the anguish 
of seeing a world go to Hell. The Christian questions 
and doubts, but he finds relief in God. He answers 
the world, "We have suffered, and doubly so for your 
sake." Yet his doubts compel him to also turn to God 
and cry, "God, have you suffered?" 
And from the infinity of the universe and the 
blackness of the world's night comes a distant voice, 
almost as a memory, "Can you drink of the cup from 
which I drink?" 
—Daryl Climenhaga 
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